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late colleagues, whom he had only forsaken eighteen
months before, for their own good.1 Forced into the
open by the China War, the Cabal managed after a heated
debate of four nights to place the Government in a
minority of 16 (March 3). This success would
probably have consolidated the only half-crystallized
" concourse of atoms/' but for the pluck of Palmerston.
He at once appealed to the country, which responded
by smiting his enemies hip and thigh, and sending him
back to St. Stephen's with an apparently solid majority
of 8$.

The election was disastrous for the Radicals, es-
pecially those of the Manchester School. Cobden,
Bright, Milner Gibson, Miall, and Goderich's own
close ally, Layard, were all thrown out. Goderich
himself managed to survive, although he had been one
of-the " atoms/' and had both spoken and voted against
the Government in the China debate. His case, how-
ever, was not quite the same as that of Palmers ton's
other enemies. He was known to be hostile to the
Manchester School; he had been essentially Palmer-
stonian on the Crimean War, and if he had disliked the
Premier as bitterly as Gladstone and Cobden, he had,
at any rate, been careful to dissemble his antipathy.
Moreover, he appealed to a new constituency, the West
Riding, where his family influence was considerable,
and where for some time Forster had .been working
hard on his behalf. The Riding had until then been
represented by Cobden, but his views on education,
and more particularly on the war, had alienated from
him. almost all sections of the electorate. Goderich,
with his Radical Imperialism, proved a welcome
alternative. Curiously enough, Cobden migrated to
Goderich's old constituency at Huddersfield, where the
Radicals were thought to be of a less flamboyant type,
but this proved to be a delusion, and the Free Trade
chief suffered a crushing defeat.

* Speaker Walpole; Life of Lord John Ru$$ellt vol. ii, pp, 273-4,